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This vineyard was an insider’s secret. Can these
winemakers finally make it famous?

By Esther Mobley
Feb 20, 2024
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Baron Ziegler, left, who also owns Marine Layer Wines and Valkyrie Selections, with Pax Mahle, owner of Pax Wines. They bought the Halcon Vineyard
as a fifty-fifty partnership.

Courtesy Leigh-Ann Beverley

The Halcon Vineyard has always been a wine nerd’s secret. For years, the Syrahs made
from this windy, rocky site in remote Mendocino County were gossiped about in online
message boards, where some enthusiasts maintained that Halcon was the finest Syrah
vineyard in California.

Yet despite its passionate devotees, Halcon never quite became famous beyond these
insider circles. Maybe it was because the wines were priced so low, around $30 a bottle,
far below the coveted French Syrahs that wealthy collectors love. Maybe it was because

Halcon is located in such an unknown region, the remote Yorkville Highlands. Maybe

it was because the wines would often sell out, thanks to word of mouth, before they

ever hit a wine shop shelf.



Now, 22 years after it was planted, the Halcon Vineyard is poised for a second — and

much higher-profile — act. In 2021, two powerhouse vintners, Pax Mahle and Baron

Ziegler, bought Halcon from its original owners. They believe that from Halcon they

can make one of California’s greatest-ever Syrah wines — one of California’s greatest-

ever wines, period. This time, the word is likely to spread much further.

Mabhle and Ziegler recently released their inaugural effort, the 2021 Halcon Estate
Syrah, and it shows the promise of their endeavor. It’s a deeply savory, layered wine,
exuding the aromas of cracked black pepper and violets that are the hallmarks of Syrah
from France’s Northern Rhone Valley. There’s a fresh, salty whiff that recalls the

coastal breeze you might feel when standing on the vineyard’s high slope, and a core

flavor of luscious, juicy, ripe plum. In your mouth, the wine feels like silk.
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The 2021 Halcon Estate Syrah.
Courtesy Sarah Davis

“The wine tastes like it’s from somewhere other than California, because there’s

nowhere else in California like Halcon,” said Mahle.

Mahle is known for his finesse with Syrah, and he makes masterful versions of the
grape variety under his Pax Wines label in Sebastopol. But he emphasized that Halcon
is something entirely different from the Pax Syrahs, many of which come from
vineyards on the Sonoma Coast. “The Pax wines are easier drinking, lower alcohol —

the quintessential California Syrah that is softer, more approachable,” he said.












